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The declarations filed on Sep. 28, 2005 under 37 CFR 1.131 
are sufficient to overcome the Alt et al. (5,843,117) reference 
applied to the claims drawn to the embodiment shown in figure 
3B. 

Claims 20-23, 28, 31 and 42 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by or, in the alternative, under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Sawyer (5,108,417). Sawyer 
discloses a stent comprising at least one strut having a 
transverse cross section (e.g. the second of the five sections 
shown in figure 2, i.e. the section just to the left of the 
section below arrow A) , the transverse cross section having a 
top substantially flat side (at the top of the section) , a 
bottom substantially flat side (at the bottom of the section) , a 
left substantially curved side (at the left of the section) and 
a right substantially flat side (at the right of the section) . 
Alternatively, it would have been obvious that the top and 
bottom sides are '"circumferential" as claimed, since they extend 
along the circumference of the stent. As to claim 21, the strut 
has a plurality of straight sections (the top and bottom sides 
which are straight as seen in figure 2) joined by a plurality of 
crown sections (the left and right sides which are curved as 
seen in figure 2) . As to claim 31, the delivery system 
described in col. 5, lines 3-11 includes a catheter. As to 
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claim 42; the fourth of the five sections shown in figure 2 of 
Sawyer includes a smooth rounded edge (just slightly to the left 
of the end of the lead line for reference numeral 140) . 

Claims 24, 25 and 36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Sawyer (5,108,417) in view of Wolff 
(5,104,404). Sawyer fails to disclose a second stent fused to 
the stent. However, Wolff teaches that a plurality of stents 
should be fused together in order to obtain the advantages of 
allowing use of unequal diameter stent segments as the artery 
diameter changes as well as permitting articulation between 
adjacent stent segments (col. 1, lines 42-52 and col. 4, lines 
43-50) . It would have been obvious to provide a plurality of 
Sawyer stents fused together so that the Sawyer device too would 
have this advantage. 

Claim 32 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Sawyer (5,108,417). Sawyer fails to disclose 
the catheter being a balloon catheter. However, it is old and 
well known to use a balloon catheter to further expand a self- 
expanding stent after it has self expanded partially, in order 
to insure that it expands fully. It would have been obvious to 
make the Sawyer catheter a balloon catheter so that it too would 
have this advantage. 
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Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicant's Disclosure in view of Alt et al. 
(5,843,117). Applicant admits that the stent shown in figure 2C 
of applicant's disclosure is prior art. This shape fails to 
include a smooth rounded edge between the sides. However, Alt 
et al. teach that a stent should be machined to round all of its 
sharp corners in order to facilitate easy movement of the stent 
through the blood vessel and prevent damage to the blood vessel 
or balloon (col. 6, lines 31-45, col. 14, lines 60-62 and col. 
15, lines 16-18) . It would have been obvious to round the 
corners of the prior art stent shown in figure 2C of the 
application so that it too would have these advantages. Note 
that this claim is drawn only to the embodiment shown in figure 
3A since the embodiment of figure 3B has curved left and right 
sides but does not have a smoothly rounded edge joining the 
bottom and left sides, for example. Note also that the 
declarations filed on Sep. 28, 2005 under 37 CFR 1.131 are 
insufficient to overcome the Alt et al. (5,843,117) reference 
applied to any claim drawn to the embodiment shown in figure 3A 
since the declarations refer to substantially curved left and 
right sides which are present in figure 3B but not in figure 3A. 
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Applicant's arguments filed Sep. 28, 2005 have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive for the reasons set forth 
above, 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Michael 
Thaler whose telephone number is (571)272-4704. The examiner 
can normally be reached Monday to Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Anhtuan T. Nguyen can 
be reached on (571)272-4963. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571)273-8300. 
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